THE OPENING MOVES                  IQI
attacking at the earliest possible moment Sir
John could not promise to assist for some days.
"I assured the French Commander-in-Chief
that no serious gap should be made in his line
|py any premature or hasty retirement, but I
imperatively demanded the necessary time to
refit and obtain reinforcements/'
It was another instance of the old trouble
which arises from divided command and
divided responsibility.
Sir John had a responsibility to his own
Government and nation. His instructions clearly
laid down that while he was to support and co-
operate with the French Army his command
was an independent one. The responsibility
lay heavily upon him at this moment. He
believed that the II Corps was shattered; Joffre
was calling on him for offensive action; the
French troops were continually falling back;
he could not get away from the too well founded
suspicion that a serious miscalculation had been
made at the Grand Quartier General.
On August 30 he wrote to Kitchener: "I
have been pressed very hard to remain, even
in my shattered condition, in the fighting line;
but I have absolutely refused to do so . . ."
This was written after the interview with Joffre
on the 2Qth. " Absolutely refused " sounds like
plain speaking. Joffre took it to mean that a
gap would be left So definite was this impres-
sion that he took the very strong step of appeal-
ing to the French President, M. Poincare, who
passed on the appeal to the British Ambassa-
dor, Sir F. Bertie. The Ambassador sent a
message to General Headquarters. No record